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| CAPITAL AIR LGS - NIAR “RALAWIE PRINGQ, ;UNNSYLVANIA
' ' MARCH 3, 1949 '

A/Cacitaliﬁ irlines Dc—B, NC 25689, oceratlng as Trlc hO to Pltt burgh,
' Peﬂﬂaylvan“a was damaged about 0910 EST¥, March 3, l?h?, durlng an emergency.
Tandwqc follow1nf stocnage of both enginess’ The-ianding was made in s Tarm
-fleld near Frankfort Scrlngs, Pcnnsylvanla. The four.crew meﬁbers>aha'twelve
, nassehgers were rot 1n3ured and only minor dcmage vas 1ncurred by~the aireraft .
' Trlp AO decerted {oungstown, Orlo, at 0835 in CO“tTluatlon of a fll Ht
:fron Chlca;o IllanlS. Catmain'Ralph Allen}Fretwel} was at the ccntrols
and W B. Stcoaev served as copilot; biizabeﬁh Joac Witt'wes ﬁostess and
Captalc C'.o.‘ﬁacNeal listed as an extra crew "emoer, was - rﬁdlng in the
,cabln w1th tne twelve nas@engers. The flight's clearance was IFR to croceed
to Plttsburvh at )OOO feet, nt 0850 a routine check was Hade over East |
leerpool Chlo, and sloleJ thezeazter an AmC clearance was obt&lned to
descend to AOOO feut Upon reaching'&OOO.feet, the rlght fuel warnlng
llght came on and the rlgnt engine stopped. The Captain, wﬁc stated ﬁe

bellevea there was a Puel pump fallpre, turned on rhe ﬁross-feed valve and

the coonlot worked the wocble pump. . Vhen there was no response from the
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rlght enﬁlne, the Captgln turned the cross—feed vulve off, Meanwhlle, the
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#A11 times noted in this report are Eastern Standard and based on the 2f-
hour clocle, ‘ ' :
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left fuel warnlng llgh cane on and the left englne stopped, . The alrplane

‘f”was 1051np alt tude raﬂldly and the Caﬂtaln notlfled Cempany radio that he
i wss in trouble and was maklnv an eeeréency landlng. He: then cut'uhev
flgnlulon sw1tches “and °xecu+ed a gear~up landlng on- the nyers farm near
xnfort bprlnga at apyrox1mscely 0910 Durlng the landing the,alrp}ane's;'
;Ls untenna cut a power. line, - I
inveStigatioh disclosed ne e&idencé of'mechanical=failure or‘melgu;etion-
ing of the alrplane or, powerplants; and the airplane was - l;own from the farm E
field after making minor v‘epa:Lrs to the aircraft’ aNdvreclac1n the damaged |
: propellers. It weas determlned tnat both engines- had been operateénon the
'rlgnt main fuel tank from fﬂe tlme of departure from: Detr01t untll englne‘
- stoppage whicn preceded the eﬁergenCJ landlnb; thus,.-fuel was exhausted
_from this tank, Althouga ;ore uhan an adeqpqte fuel, eupely ior conpleeion'
of -the fll~ht to Plttsburgh was avallable in' the left, maln and left aux—:“t
iliary tan&s, no attempt was made to restore the fuel supply to the englnee
uy sw1tch1ng to these tanks.' ;j.r' Co :,__, . o
Copilot Stookey stated tnat when the left engine stoppeq he put the
- fuel mixture control into what he thought was "emergeney rich" but after
‘landing changed'this position before he ieft‘the cockpit., JXaminefion of’
ﬁtﬁe mixture centrols after the landing disclosed them to Ee‘in €he “emergency.
rich" position, The evidence indicates that he mayihave placed the mixture
~controls in "idle cut~eff" position du?ing_thelemergency and changed the

position to."emergency rich" after the airplane was on the -ground.



The airple;ne , carrier énd crew vere properly certificated for the
fligh_'t involvéd‘. This fight was not, vconduéted‘ in ‘accordance with Capital
Aif'l;lnes_' procedufes govérning Tuel 1nanégex11ent and the Company has talken
.d'isciplinargr'action against Cantain Fretwell, |

The Board determines that the probable cause of this 'acc-ident. vas
failure of the Capt;ain to properly manage the fuel supply availa‘ble‘;.

BY THE CIVIL ASROVAUTICS BOARD:
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