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A Capi t a l  A i r l i nes  DC-3, NC 25699, opei-clting as T r i ?  40 t o  Pi t tsburgh,  

Pennsylvania, was dmaged about 0910 ESP:, March 3, 1949, during an emergency 

landing  fol-lowinc stoppage of t o t h  engines: The landing ?#as made i n  a f&rm 

. 

f i e l d  m a r  Frankfort  Smings, Pennsylvania. Tile f o u r  cretr members and twelve 

passelzgers were not in jured  and ~ only minor demage was incurred by the  aircrefi, 

and 1.11. B. Stookey serwd as cop i lo t ;  El izabeth Joan W i t t  was hostess  and 
: * .'. 

Captain C. 0. IllacNeal, l i s t e d  as ar, extra crew r?eiiit3er, was rPding i n  t h e  

.cabin with the  twelve passengers. The f l i g h t r s  clearance was . IFR t o  proceed 

t o  P i t t sburgh  a t  5000 f e e t .  A t  08.50 a rou t ine  check was Kade over East 

Liverpool, Ohio, and shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  :;E ATC c learance tlas obtained t o  

descend t o  4000 f e e t .  Uson reaching 4000 f e e t ,  t he  r i g h t  f u e l  wai-r,ing 

l i g h t  came on and the  r i g h t  engine stoppsd. Tfle Captain, who s t a t e d  he 
. * .  . ,  

believe6 t h e r e  &as a f u e l  punp f a i l w e ,  turned on t h e  "ross-Seed valve and 
. -  9 , ,  

t h e  cop i lo t  worked the  wobble p i p .  lhen there was no response from the  

r i g h t  engine, the  Czptain turned t h e  cross-feed valve off .  lieanwhile, t h e  
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l e f t  f u e l  warning l i g h t  came on aRd t h e  l e f t  engine stopped, The a i rp l ane  
, '  I' ). - .  

I .  . . c... . 
. was 1osir.g a l t i t u d e  i-apidly and the  Captain n o t i f i e d  .Cm?qny radip t h a t  he 

w 5 s  i n  t rouble  and was Iizaking an er.&genc;r 1'mdir.g. lie then cu t  t h e  

. i g d t i o n  switclies'and oxecuted a gear-up landing  on t h e  Jiysrs farm near 
, , '  

Trenrtfort Springs a t  a p p o x h t e l y  0910. 

ILJ antervla cut a power liqe. 

lXlring the  landing t h e  a i r p l a n e ' s  
, '  

- <  

Investigation disclosed no evidence of mechanical, f a i l u r e  or malfunction- 
. _  . I  

ing of t h e  airp1ar.e o r  powerplants, and t h s  a i rp l ane  wzs. f l m n  fron t h e  farm 

f i e l d  a f t s r  raaklit~: cLiiar rapa i rs  t o  the  aircraft aiid rep lac ing  t h e  damaged 

propellers. It was determined t h a t  both engines had been operated on t h e  

rzgint main f u e l  tank from t h e  time of departure  froni*Detro,it u n t i l  engine 

. -  

r \  
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stoppage which preceded t h e  efiergency fanding; thus, ., fuel was exhausted 
. . '  

from t h i s  tank. hlthout;ii xxt? than '  an ade(iuuhte fuel. s u p & l j ~  fo r  completion 
. .  I .  

of t h e  f l i g h t  t o  P i t t sbu rgh  was ava i l ab le  l a '  t h e  l e f t  main ar,d , l e f t  a x -  
* :  . %, . :.. . 

i l i a r y  tanks,  no attempt was nade t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  f u e l  supply t o  t h e  e ig ines  
..I 

. .  ,3y switching t o  these  tanks.  1. * 

' ,.. I C ,  

Copilot  Stookey s t a t ed ,  t h a t  when t he  l e f t  engine stopped, he put the ' 

f u e l  mixture con t ro l  i n t o  what he thought was I'en?ergency rich'' out  after 

landing changed t h i s  pos i t i on  before he Left t h e  cockpit. 

t h e  mixture cont ro ls  a f t e r  t h e  landing disclosed them t o  be i n  t h e  lfel?;ergsncy 

r i ch"  posi t ion;  

&amination of 
1. 

The evidence ind ica t e s  t h a t  he may have placed t h e  mixture 

controls i n  " id l e  cut-offff  pos i t ion  during t h e  eaergency and chsnged t h e  

position t o  I'ernergency r i ch f f  a f t s r -  the a i rp lane  w x j  on the  -ground. 
. .  
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The a i rp lane ,  c a r r i e r  and crew m-re properly c e r t i f i c a t e d  f o r  the  
t 

flight .involved.. 

Ai r l ines!  procedures governing fuel xanagcrtcnt a d  t3c CmpanJr has taken 

d i sc ip l ina ry  ac t ion  aza ins t  Cayt a i n  Fretwell. 

This f l i g h t  was not  conducted i n  accordance with Capital  

The Board d e t s m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  probable cause of t h i s  accident  was 

f a i l u r e  of t'ne Captain t o  properly manage t h e  I u e l  supp1;r avai lable;  
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