
I. The Accident: 

Pennsylvania-Central  h r l i n o s '  F l i g h t  142 en r o u t e  fron P i  tts 'ourdh 
-- 

t o  Birmingham crashed agair is t  t!ie west s lope  of  cheat r4oiilitsin seven 

miles eas t -nor theas t  of  Iiorgantorm,  est Virgini;, iiboct 1700 E W ~ ,  on 

Apr i l  1.4, 1945. 

i n j u r e d  and the Doughs  DC-3 was aest,royed by i rqxc t  ana f i re ,  

A l l  17 passengers t r d  t n ree  C r e n  cembers were f a t h l l y  

, 

11. Descrint ion of the  Fl iEht :  

Captain Harold Houstoii Jones, TCA p i l o t  and czp ta in  of F l i g h t  142, 

contac ted  the F l i g h t  Advisory Serv ice  of t n e  C U  a i  Pit,tsburgh a t o u t  1359, 

Apr i l  14, l$d+5, -lo check the wetitier bettveen Pi5tsburgh and Birninghan. 

He s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked tke  opinion of the  F l i g h t  Advisory 9 e t e o r o l o g i s t  as 

I 

t o  w!iether he sfiould pass up :TorganLo;vn, "rest Vlrginii i ,  a schcdd.ea s t o p  

a t  which landings  vtere zu thor ikea  onijr i €  t he  wehther was above the  mini- 

f i m s  sf iOOG f o o t  c e i l i s g  t a d  one inile v i s l b l i i t y .  

f o r e c a s t e r  tha t  ... . . a c o l d  I ron t  wji;s i n  .th% v i c i n i t y  ol 3lorgantom a.nd t h a t  

t he  presen.t  c d i n g -  of 25'39. f c z t  ~ ~ u l c i  ioiver to  Leiox tho minimuns behind 

the  ' f ront .  . The:: f o r e c a s t e r  ,pointed oLt  t h a t  c e i l i n g s  hehiiid.'the f r o n t  h a d  

b?eg, bgL9w. 1400 f e e t  and t h a t  t n m e  w5ul.a be :ii L t , l e  rc3l.ison t o  expect .other- 

;vise ,at, !$organtown, . . The . recorci i n d i c b t c s  b a t  .Ct;pttin' J o J ~ ~ s '  retd the  rou te  

;1/ 

H" w2s informed by the 
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dl time referrecl t o  i n  this r e p o r t  i s  Eas te rn  \Par &nd based on the 
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f o r e c a s t  prepsred Ly th? F l i g h t  Advisory Service which predic ted  zero 

cei l ings i n  thc  higher terruin h h i n d  the f r o n t ,  otherwis-e 2i)U t o  5C;O f ee t  

str; tuc clouds,  improving t o  700 t o  1030 f+e t  th ree  t o  fou r  hours afte3r 

.. . r s _ _  .. . .  
r . -the1 f r o n t a l  pissage.  

. .Captain Jones and Firs t ,  O f f i c e r  Viilli&m TAorn~s Repick d i scussed  the  

wetitiler s i t u a t i o n  Lna prcpared tne  f l i g h t  plan f o r  the  t r i p  using,  i n  

T r i i s  l a t t e r  add i t ion  t o  the F l i g h t  Aavisory 1 ' t h e  PCfi forec; ls t .  . .  . .  
I i 

f o r e c h s t  pred ic teu  

broken t o  overc&st  
. .  

to  two miles ,  r a i n  

fo r  :dorgantoi;n 40W f e e t  overchst ,  but  rdith a lor..er 

l a y n r  a t  60a. t o  8OG f e e t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  vririLble one ha l f  

ana shosers. Th? &hove condi t ions  vvere t o  .prsvtri l  

- .  

u n t i l  2200 L t  which t im tiley woula il;.prove w i t h  kroken c e i l i n g s  of 1000 ' 
t o  1200 f e e t .  I t  cont,hined, i n  aud i t ion ,  a genera l  s tz tement  t o  the  e f f w t  

t n a t  conGitions Ear th  o f  tkiz f r o n t  w o ~ l u  iriclude a broken ce i l i , i g  i i ~  i o  

2500 ;'est above netin sea level .  

I O  

i 
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. *  I 
which c l o s e l y  cipproached the  minimurn conc.itions f o r  landing .  The dew . ' 

point, a t  Vorgantown r e p o r t e a  i n  t h e  1530 sequence, vvhich VJLS the l a s t  
- r  . .  

suc'h r e p o r t  t o  be rend by Captain Jones,  was one degree below the  s t s t i o n  

temperature. 

Captain Jones submitted t o  the  PCA ch ie f  d i spa tche r  a t  Kashington, 

li. C.,  the  f l i g h t  plan c a i l i n g  f o r  ii c r u i s i n g  b l t i t u d e  t o  !vlorgxitown of 

2500 f e e t .  

MUS submitted t o  the  P i t t sbu rgh  f i i r v d q  T r a f f i c  Co:itrol Center a d  an in-  

s trwnent clerrrLnce p a n  t e a  approving t h s  c r u i  sifig nl ti tude of  2508 f e e t .  

After r ece iv ing  i p p ~ ~ o v d  of the  d i spe tche r  t h e  f l i g h t  plan 

\. 

1 

9iIorgmto::n VKLS served only by h 50 w L t t  r a d i o  homing bescon b,hich 

was inoperLt ive  b t  tile t i n e  of  the f l i g h t  due t o  f a i l u r e  of the  ?owi3r 

supply. 

viere n o t  Luthori  zed G t FJargan town. F w  thermore, the  p i l o t  has cldvi sed 

before take-off a d  q p i n  i n  , f l i g h t  t h a t  the  f ; rc i l iLy wuz inoperh t ive .  

The h i r p o r t  st Yorg;mtoun i s  lochted  50 rniles'souti? of  P i t t s b u r g h  ana 

approximately one n i l e  e k s t  of Vorgmfown. 

Monongchela River  which flovcs northwhrd t o  P i  ttsburgYl ana h ! ~ c h  provides  

a nt ivigat ional  rsf:.:rencc f o r  contac t  operti t ion.  

This  boacon Y I ~ S  n o t  a requi red  f a c i i i  t y  s ince  ins t rument  q p r o a c h e s  
. .  

. ' I  1 .  

. .  . .  . . .  . . .  . _-.  , . .  I . .  

> . .  . . . . . . .  . .  . ,  
. .  

. I  
I . .  

. . .  . ,: . ; . .  . i . . . .  . .  

Morgantown i s  s i i u s t e u  on.  the 
. . .  . . .  . , .  I . . . .  , ; t  . : . .  1 . :  

2 -  
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. .  

. . . . . .  . . . . .  - .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . , . . I  . : I '  . .  
. I  . . I .  

. .  
I . . :  

. . .  , .  . . . .  . . .  . . .  * . _ I  
. . . .  . . .  a . ,  . .  

I !  

. ,  . . $  . ,  . .  . a  

F l i g n t  142 depLrted P i t t sbu rgh  a t  1641, L1 minutes l a t e ,  aue t o  the 
. . . .  . . .  

. .  . '  . . .  . L  . * .  ' .  :: , ., , . .  . .  . ,' 

delayed a r r i v L l  of a connecting'  f l l g h t .  

, p i l o t  VAS given the 1630 Morghntqwn wetithsr: 

2 miles, l i g h t  fog. ' i~pproxirflaixly two minutes i a t e r  th? f l i g h t  repor ted  

i t s  pos i t i on  cis cvTr South Brovinsviiie, approximnteiy 2.7 x i l e s  n o r t h  of 

Morgmtown, a t  250d f v e t  sea I n v a l .  The p i l o t  ;it t h i s  time wls iriformed 

of  & s p e c i a l  Morgantovm web t h e r  r e p o r t  which inciicated 5 c e i l i n g  of 1dUO 

f e e t  and v i s i b i l i t y  o f  1 miie.  He was also inl'or:ned t h a t  yorgantovjn 

Eight  minutes.  a f t e r  take-off - the  
. . . .  . .  . . . . . . .  I . .  . : .  . .  . .  . .  . ~ .. . .  . . *  . . ,  

Cei l ing  1290 feet ,  v i s i b i l i t y  
. . .  . . . . . . .  

3 .  . . . . . . . . .  ''L 8 i . . . . . .  . . _ .  . , ' . _  . . . I  . .  ' ;  

. . . .  . . . . .  . . .  ., . . , . ,  ' _ .  / \ .. , .  . .  

. .  . . . . . .  
: , t.. . -  . ,  . .  *. . . 

. . . .  
~ 
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. .  ' . ,  , . 
heather, idhs L t  the" inininm hila 't,h;lt i t  "is OK if J&es v(&ts..to go i t ; ,  

,: , . .  
if he Uocsnl ' t  Lhink i t  looks  good,' t e l l  him t o  .proceea on to Clarksburg ."  . 

. .  
'The chpta in  nc%no$(leuged the  wssugr3  unci rnpl iPd  ' t h a t '  ne would Iitake ili 

lookf1  and iiavise,. ' Tnm a t  1656, 15 ninctes  a f t e r  take.-off', the p i i o t  w s  

given the Morgsntown s e a t h e r  &nu i oc t i1" t r s f f i c  information.  y n i s  ~ 2 s  tkle 

l a s t  con tac t  v d t h  the f l i g h t .  

. .  . .  

. .  . 

. .  
Beyond South Broi.ns~5,ile tne a i r c r t f  t encoun t&d (I cori t inual ly  

I !  
.\ 

l o n e r i n g  c e i l i n g .  Lnd proceeded. a t  o r  through the i r r e g u l a r  base of the 

o u t  01' t h e  r q g e d  o v e r c u t  over a distbnce of  z p p o x i s L t e l y  20 miles an6 

over  t h e  h igher  t izrrLin eLst of the  r e & u i t r  course.  

crhshed near  the top  of il r idge  on t h e  west siae of CheLt Xlountzin tit un 

A t  1658 the h i r c r s f t  

e l eva t ion  oi' tibout 2100 f e e t  and approxirnatcly seven miles eas t-nor t heas  t 

of t!ic ivljrgantuwn Ai rpor t .  

off  course and tjw miles o f f  t he  airvray. 

Viheg the  n i ip lm.?  crhsfiea i t .  VJLS  sevm mi les  

1 

Scver2a tree tops  ind ica t ed  t h a t  tile ?lane h.is i n  2 aescen t  of  about  
. . .  

P 

330 f ee t ' pe i .  minute and vias b,,xik*.xi s l i g h t l y  t o  the  r i g h t  :.if, t h e  moment 

of impact. The a i r c r h f t  continu+=cl through t i c  trees :,nu unde rb rmh ,  i t s  

wings and engine n; lccl les  di s in t ?g r< . t i nk  pi-o&ressivcly.  

with the grounci occurred q p r o x i  

* 

1 ts f i r s t  coiitac t 

t e l y  16d f3.c.t beyor,a the  p o i n t  of  ini t.i:L 
I 

/ .  

d e f i n i t e l y  overcue Lnu hf'tcr repeated s t t empt s  t o  contLct  i t  by 
. .  1 :  . .  . .  

fr*ileci. The wreckqe was first  s igh ted  from t h e  &ir about 1045 

r a d i o  had 

the  
. I  . .  . 

folloLvi ng day, 

- I C -  
I 



1x1; ' The Invest i t ;a t ion:  
. '- . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . I  . 

. . _ ,  'A : . : . : .  ;. 
:. fac.t t i i a t  t'nc,,major .Port ion of til? a i r c w f t  was consuied" 'i$ :fir+: '& id:+maged 

The 2xqnination of.  t h e  wreckage was r e n d e r ~ ? d ' ~ d i f f i c u i ' t . , u ~ ~ ' t o  the  " 
. I . '  

. ,  . .  . 1. 

.:: . . . .  
. ,  

. . . . , .  .. 

. . . .  . .  
' ,  . , 

. .  - ! * :: , , > .  . . .  
. .  

beyonil-: t i ie: .po.ssibii i  ty . . . .  of accurate m t l y s i s .  ' Hoke 

&iia% Loth encine,s were., d e l i v k r i n g  povrer &t the t i ~ e  'of fmpact.:hnd- t h g t  t h e  

j''i.t'wn$..a~tux:mined 
. . . . . . .  . . . .  . .  , i ::;. ' 

I , , .  . .  : i  
- 1  . . '  :.,: 

, . . ' _  
:_ . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . .  

. . .  . .  . ,  ... i . t ,  . 
e a s t e r l y  d i r q c t i o n  a t  uppoxin::telX 10 - 15 mph. 'A' cold froat was :pro- 

. . .  . . . . . .  
' ,.. : . I  :. 

j ec t d  throukii sou'ihern Ohio, i*cro>s FennsylviLnia' $I% i n  ta Now &gland,,- 

t he  polar continyn tiil &ir x . s s  u i u e r r u m i n g  ;L t rop ic21  r&i t ine  ' di.r mass. 

. . . .  I .  

. . .  . . . .  
. ' f  ( I  . . . . .  . . . . .  

. i . ,  . 

in t o  the: f ollobving morning. 

- 5 -  



d e s t r a y d  i n  th? cr$sh, no r o c x u  VLS avLi lab ie  f o r  inves t i t ; a t ion  I t h e r  . .  

- .  .. . 
thhn ths Kashingtm .aisp~t,cii&r!-s authLir.i-zntiLin f c k  ti1.e f l i g h t .  

. , .  . .  
T k  record  i n d i c n t e s . - t h % t  Jones IiLd held '  t he  s t a t u s  o f .  CcpptAn ,wi th  

tiiut rdhile he nna s n l y  recent1.y been 

. .  
i . .  . . . .. . .  

the  COmpiiny s ince  M3~411115.2,r l 9 4 2  

assiLned t 5  the  P i  t&s?xrgh-Birminghm rc;uie, of v:hich P i  t t sbwgh-hlorga  tuwn 

i s . o n e  sec t ion ,  11; hsd,  a v e r  t he l e s s ,  i;uai:.fied i n  a c c p r d a c e  with the  

you+,c~ cornp.2 tency y o v i s i o n s  af the ' C i v i l  Air fietui&%ions anci had flown 

sone regulLr  t r i p s  2s C.aptxin. hepack'hi~d s5rved cn t h i s  m u t e  as F i r s t  

Officer fo r  approximately 11 months. 

_ _ .  . . '  * 

. .  . ? .  . . 

. .  . .  . 

. .  

* . .  . .  . 

. . . .  

L 
. .  s . \  - 



. 1.V.. . Discussiop:, .. :. 
. . . .  . . . .  

I 

, . No evide4c.e: Iias been. found. of: any.msterie3, malfunction which ;mzy 

have cont r ibu ted .  . . .  .to the,. hcc i6en t  by:,necessi t a t i n g  &.-course of a c t i o n  which 

t he  condi t ions  of . . . . . .  ywthe: ... :and tprrain rendered hazardoils, 

of w i  tnes,ses, inspFc t i o n  oCiq!&&n:lnce records ' ~ n d  what evidence the  

reqoSds . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  disc losed cou$d.&ad -..only to t h e  corlciusion Sthht t he re  was no 

equi,Emen . I  t f h i l w e . ;  , 

. . .  L . .  , ' . . .  . .  

. i  . . . . . . .  

Statements  . . .  : , .  ,..; ' . :  , . 

. . . . . . . .  

. . .  

. . . . .  

I t  is npp t ren t  t h s t  t h i  weather s i t u a t i o n  vias observed by . t he  p i l o t  

over a pr iod  of opproxini;:.telx Chrse. h o u r s  p r i o r  t o  ... the. a c c i d e n t  clnd. thii t  

t h s r e  was a\k. i lnble  considorable  informLtion conkernin$ the condi t'ions 

at. Morgaritovin throughQu6' tk;ai' per.iod. , The general '  tr'end . .  of t h e  weiithsr 

was; c l e a r l y  tbvm-ds. below ,min,inum condi tioris ' a t  Morgen t o m  a t  tile estimc; t& 

time of , a r r iva l ,  i n d i e L 3 n g  ' t h u t  t h e r e  wohd be ii L t l ?  l i k e l i h o o d  of  being 

ab le  t o  aake a ,l;;liding ilncler contac t . - , f i i ,gh t  r u l e  co:lditi&s from the  pro- 

posed. f l i g h t  a i t i t u d s ,  of 2500 feet;. 

! 

.... ....... ..._-. . . . . . . .  
I .  

. .  . : ' 9 . I  . .  
, .  

. .  . .  1 . . .  . . . . . . .  , .  . . . .  ' .  . _  . .  . . . . .  
. .  . .  

. . .  . .  
. .  

. .  . .  . .  
. . .  

. .  
, .  

. 
. .  . . -  . 

. . . . . .  , ;  ., t : :, ' ' . .  . . . . . . . .  

. . .  . . . .  . .  . . . . .  . .  
' ,The ' a l t i t u d e  .of i5OC)"feet obviously x i s  .chosen by 'Captain Jones so i 

I. . 

as t o  permit t he  f l i g h t  t o  remain bslov~ th.? a v e r c a s t  if p o s s i b l e  s ince  a 

Morgantown lhnding i s  permit ted only musr 'kontact f l i g h t  r u l e s .  

tact f l i g h t  becctmc impo'ssibl& ~t't Lny' time during t.he f l i g h t .  the  proper 

procedure would have been to climb t o  ut l ea s t  the ninimum w t h m i z e d  in-  

-strument g l t i t u d e  m d  proceed i n  a c c o r a u c e  with instrument  f l i g h t ;  rulps, 

obth i ihng '  a"'nek clearance from, Hirwuy T r a f f i c  Control.  ' .4lthough the  mini:cum 

alt i ' tude f o r  ,iictu;ll ins.tx&cnL f l i g h t  from 'Pittsburgh , t o  ?dorgantown as 

spec i f i ed  i n  t h e  c & r r i e r 1  s opera t ions  :r!>ki:kiibi t i ~ c ;  sLL-lct,i(.:Ii+ci ;y th.5 , 

A i r  Chrrier Divis ion o f  the C i v i l  Iier0iihUtiC.S kdminis trclt ion wirs ??GO f 'eot ,  

the a l t i t u d e  of C50o f e e t  submitted by 'Ckptain Jon.:s' wss approvet  undqr. : i l l  

. .  
If con- 

, .  

, .  
. . .  

. . .  . . .  

. . .  . .  
* 

I 
. ! , . .  

. . . .  

. .  
, .  

\ 
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ttinstrument c learance" by the  Airwhy T r a f f i c  Control Center of  t h s  C i v i l .  

Aeronautics Udninis t r a t i o n  i n  accoryiince with t I?eir  p r a c t i c e  of  approving 

reques tsd  &l t i$udes  ' s o l e l y  on the  b a s i s  of . . .  othor.  known t r L f f i c  snd without 

. . . . . . . . . .  , a .  . . . . . . . . .  

. . . .  . . . .  . I .  .- . . . .  ~ 

. . .  . . . . . . . .  ' . ., ' , *  . .  . - .  . . . . .  . .  . '  . : 

r e s p o n s j b i l i  t y  ' for* t c r r d i l  c learance,  weather condi t ions ,  o t c .  These o the r  
.. 1 _ .  I .  ~. ., . , .  

I . I .  

f a c t o r s  w e  covered i n  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  Regulat ions ci:ld. i n  the  company's 

opera t ions  manud vrhich i s  submi t ted to  Lna r e v i e  yea  'by the  Admini . .  s t r c t o r  . 
The p i l o t  p r2sumbly  VJGS Lhoroughly f ami l i s  with ~ l l  of these , requi red  .. 

. .  . .  r e ' .  . . . . . . . . . .  

.... . . . . .  . .. : . . , . .  . . . .  , < . & .  . . . . .  ... ., . ., 
. .  

_ .  . .  

. . . . . . .  
2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- ,  
8 -  

procedures. L/ 
. . .  

4 .  . .  . .  * .  

Sect ion  61 .r11080(a) he&ther niinimurns; visuel-cunthc t clezrnnce.  
The hourly weather repor?, szcjuencq .and cu r ; s~  t 'weir.t'ner . . . .  f o r e c a s t s  
shall shovi a t rend th+ t  g ives  s u f f i c i e n t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h s t  t h s  c e i l i n g s  
snd v i s i b i l i t i e s  a iong the ,rou.ts. , to:  be..flovJn a r k  or;cj. will .rem2in a t  
o r  bbove the  minimuns spec i f i ed  i n  the a i r  c t i r r i s r  oper;ting c e r t i f i -  
c a t e  m'til '. t h e  f l i g h t  c l r r ives ,  Gt the  p o i p t  c l?z-e ,$  ..to. 

. Sect ion  6i.7Ll Ins t ruy2n i  f l i g h t s .  d t i t u d e s  e s t ab l i shed  f o r  
ins t rument  f l i g h t s  by the provi'siuns of s ec t ion  60.58 (subseyusnt ly  
amcnded) s h a l l  bc s: t r i c t i y  xiher PCI t o  uuring such f l i g h t s ,  Except 
dur ing  take-offs ,  and f i n a l  uppro;lches m d  lunciinks, no instrument  
f l i g h t  sliclll bc. conducted ,vitnin 1dJO f e e t  hbove tn.: grounu o r  any 
obs t ruc t ion .  

-- ComEny's -L----- Operations -_-.----_-----_- :Jmual 
: d  * . I . .  

.. 
F l i g h t  Releases--Types &nu Conaitions. 

, .  
B. ins t rument  Release. 

. .  . . .  . I  
' i. An i n s  t r u m n t  Release i s  consider'ea tlie normal type 

of  Release Lnd v i i L  g ene ra l ly  be useu f o r  $11 t r i p s  r9gard- 
less of  whe,thG:r i t  ' w i L i  be. flown , ~ --- coiltac t o r  an ----- i n s  trumsn t s  
unless t h e r e  :is ctruse to prevent  . the i s s u m c e  thereof  ... , .. 

' 2." I.ie&ther cont i i t ions n u s t  .be ec,u;l to o r  b e t t e r -  thali 

. .  

. %he .,. minim* prescr ibed i n  CAR 60 ;ria 61 anu i n  the Cornpetericy 
' Sect ion cf'. t h i s  Miirlusl f o r  the:,. types of op2r:;tion t o  be 

conduc tsd. 
e :  .. 

Route DCI ta. P i ,~ t sburgh-Bi rmingh~~ ,  ,I . 
. .  .. .. ,,' I. , 

Minimum H l t i  tlcldes, P i  ttsb&gh-i'dorgun t&n. 

Night Contbct - 2300 f e e t .  
Irist,-unF;nt, Northbound - 3000 feet;. . 
Instrument,  Southbound - 33W f e e t .  

.8 .I DCAY Codtact  -' IFdOO feet.. . A .  . 

0 - 8 -  
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. .  . .  . .  , : 

In recans  t ruc  tirig the f l i g h i  i t  ' i~s"2hir.  tha t  ' .  ". .i L .."' W p  \ :,.;';  in terrni t ' ter i t ly  
. i  

on ins t ruments  between South Brovmsville 2nd Yorgtqipvm ,an& v; i  thout  ques- 
.. ' . ,':;;:. '... . '., 

t i o n  t h e  p i l o t  should :lave abancioncd h i s  i l t t snp t  ,p +nd,,kt Morgantown. 

Furthil:rinor->, i n  view of  h i s  presurr,':a knowledge of t h e  iveuthr?r. he  should 

h t v s  b e m  f u l l y  prsptLrod f o r  j u s t  such i~ contingency. 

hoxvc-.r, tiist he Lvoiaed climbing to  the prescr ibed  i n s t r k e n t  d t i  tude 

of 3303 f w t  i n  the  b e l i e f  t h t  he woulci be Lbie t o  i o c a t c  the  

* .  * I  

I t s.r3ens bpparent ,  

, 

Airpor t  by v i s u h l  r c fe r sncs .  

:is was o f f  course ti.thoubii i t  i s  ent i rc i ly  p o s s i k l e  t h u t  kie x i s t o o k  the  

I t i s  n o t  poss ib l s  to  ueterminc ex,ctly why 

Checlt River  f o r  the Yonongsnela R i - J E r  Lnci i ~ s  n o t  ~ b l l ?  t o  corrz:ct h i s  

e r r o r  i n  t h e  poor v i s i L i l i  t y  before crksiiing L g t i n s t  ChaAt  Y9untairi. 

i s  c le iLr ,  howwer,  t l l L t  wrietevar in&? I:~VF: been t h e  cau& f o r  h i s  aep-srturc 

from ti19 course t h e  hccicient r e s u l t e d  Zrom %he i ' a C t  that the  p i l o t  a t  the  

I 

I t  

L 

time was where he had no r i g h t  to be unuer t i e  +?xis t ing  westhrr cond i t ions  

slnd applicable-. s s f e t y  r egu la t ions .  

V. Findings: 

Upon the basis of  hvc;ilable evidence, the EohrCi f i n d s  tha t :  '. 

1. The--compsny, a i rc r ; f t ,  clnd crev+ were proper ly  c z r t i f i  c ~ t e d  -- 
for thr-3 s u b j e c t  f l i g h t .  

2. There WLS no evidence 01. equipment f;ilare p r i o r  tc, t h c ~  
I 

' crash. 

3. The  m j o r  por t ion  o f  t h e  hr$.ut%:l' aicta uv;lil&le for. t he  

f l i g h t  stron@l;; i nd icz t ed  thy .l.iLelihood of belo;! rnininum condi t ions  

- 9 -  



4, For reasons undetermined t h e  f l i g h t  was approximately seven 

miaes east of t h e  proper  course and trio mi les  of f  t h e  airway a t  t h e  

t i m e  of t h e  crash,  

5, I n  the  l a t t e r  pa r t  of t h e  f l i g h t  t h e  p i l o t  encountered 

i n t e r m i t t e n t  instrument  weather cofidit ions and f a i l e d  thereupon 

t o  climb promptly, i n  accordance wi th  e s t ab l i shed  company and 

government procedure, t o  an instrument  a l t i t u d e  which would provide 

a margin of s a f e t y  over t h e  ad jacent  t e r r a i n ,  

, 

6 .  Y'hile being thus  flown i n  instrument weather a t  an a l t i t u d e  
d 

below t h e  authorized sa fe  q i n h u m  a l t i t u d e  f o r  instrument f l i g h t ,  

t h e  a i rp l ane  crashed i n t o  t h e  west s lope of Cheat Mountain, 

V I ,  Probable Cause: 

On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  foregoing t h e  Board de te rn ines  t h a t  t h e  p:=obzble 

cause of t h i s  acc ident  was t h e  ac t ion  o f  t h e  p i l o t  i n  cont inuing f l i g h t  

over mountainous t e r r a i n  under instrument cdndi t ions  at  an a l t i t u d e  below 

t h e  minimum authorized instrument a l t i t u d e ,  
I 

BY TH?I CIVIL  A?IROI\TAUTICS BOAED: 

/ s /  JOSH LEE * .  

decis ion.  

' -  10 - 
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- I ;supPLmlENT_HL, DATA 

: '  
, -  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and Hearing I 

I . .  ~- * I 

The WLshington O i f i c e  of the  C i t i i  Aeranail;tics Boar6 rece ived  n o t i f i -  

ca t ion  aboct  2200 on tne  d&y' of.  the acc iden t  md i m a e d i b t d y  i n i t i a t e d  8n 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  accora tnce ,  with the  provis ions  of Sec t ion  702(~~) (2) of 

.the C i v i l  U e r o n a t i c s  Act of  1938, h's msndeci. 

of the  Sa fe ty  BurecL of the  board dep;rted Vvt%shington v i a  a s p e c i a l  

Pennsylvania-Centrsl A i r l i n e s '  a i r c r a f t  st 1>33d,,, Apr i l  15, f o r  ?!4orga:ito:;n 

a d  was jo ined  by o t h w s  of the  S a f e t y  Bure2u s k f f  who bssisted i r ~  t ~ t :  

inves t iga t ion .  

1 4 

An Air Safe ty  l n v e s t i g t t o r  

. The Board ordered a Publ ic  H2Lring which $AS t:sld on s p r i l  21, 21, 
J 

and 25, n t  Morgantorn. The Chief,  l nves t i&ht ion  Sec t ioa ,  Sa fe ty  Eurwu, 

presided and o t h e r  personnel of the  Sclf(2ty Bureau s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

sir Carrier 

P~nnsylv;nia-Cel?tral  kirli:ies, t Lelmsre coperzrtion v t i  t h  h e d q u s r t m s  
k 

i n  Washington, D. C. ,  was operabind 3s an a i l  ci..rrier under L c e r t i f i c a t e  

of publ ic  convenience m u  riecessi  t y  and ar: &ir car r ie r .  operati:lg ce r t i l ' i -  

ca t e ,  both i s s u e d  pursuant t o  the C i v i l  Aeronautics Act of 1938, as amcnacd 

These c e r t i f i c a t e s  Luthorized the  corporat ion t o  f l y  passzngers, proper'sy, 
I 

bnd mail between var ious  p o i n t s  i n  t n e  United S t a t e s  inc luding  P i t t sbu rgh  

and Birmingham. 

F1 i gh t Pe r  s o nn e l  

, 

/ 

Captain Harold Houston Jon<;s, bg+: 32 ,  of  Alexbnrwiii, Vi rh in i : . ,  was 

employed by the compsny Novcnber 1943 : I H L L  had accumul&t?a L t o t 2 1  of 9,1;8i 

hours, of which 5,914 were i n  UC-3 type ecjui?m?nt. F i r s t  O f f i c e r  hillim 

Thomas Repack, a&? 29,  of  IdcKses. ROCKS, Permsylvsni t ,  vias employed by $he 

I 

I 

I 
i 



company i n  May 1944 and had accumuL&ted a t o t h l  of 3,832 hours,  of which 

769 hours were in DC-3 aircraft .  Marion Grtzce iiaams, ~ g c ?  21, of Bellevw, 

Pennsylvania, has hostess. Both p i l o t s  wer? proper ly  c e r t i f i c a t d  for  the  

f l i gh t ,  involved and the  captain h d  been q u o l i f i e d  fo r  the routs.  

1 ,  

I 

I Aircraft 

The 

1940 cad 

the l a s t  

I 

Douglas DC-3, se r ia l  number 2262, N C  25692, ivllus manufactured i n  

had been flown :qproxim>t4y  3 , 0 4 0  Inours 'wi t h  146 hours  s ince  

major overha i i .  It  VJLS equipped v r i  t k  LVKI Xr ibh t  'Cyclone G-102A 

~ allowable l i m i t a t i o n s  and t h e  weight, w;s distributes pr.o?firly ~ i t h  1.espect 

t o  the  c e n t e r  of g rav i ty .  


