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WASHINGTON 
BUmm Ox 2 2 ,  c ~ . ,  ;$A,cs 

SDatement of probable cause concerning an accident  which 
occurred t o  a plane of Pennsy1.vania A i r l i n e s  and. Transport  
Company on June 1 2 ,  1935, i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Harpers’ Fer ry  

V i -  Linia .  : 

To t h e  Direc tor  of A i r  Commerce: 

’ 

‘m a i r p l a i e  of United S t a t e s  r e g i s t r y ,  p i lo t ed  by l i c e n s e d  airmen, w h i l e  being 
operated i n  scheduled f l i g h t  ca r ry ing  passengers and express ,  encountered an unu- 

On Jgne 1 2 ,  1935 at  approximately 5:35 p s  m. near  Earper ’s  Ee r ry ,  V i r g i n i a  

s u a l  weather condi t ion which r e s u l t e d  i n  se r ious  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h r e e  passengers.  

The a i r p l a n e ,  a Boeing, model 245, bore Department of Commerce l i c e n s e  number 
NC-1335G and WVRS being operated between Washincton, D. C. and iiilwaukee, W i i s C O n ? h I  
by Pennsylvania A i r l i n e s  and Transport  Company, 
artment of Commerce t r a n s p o r t  p i l o t ’ s  l i c e n s e  and a scheduled air t r a n s p o r t  rating 
The co -p i lo t ,  N. J. Unterwei ler ,  held a Department of Commerce t r a n s p p r t  ‘ p i l o t ’ s  
l i cense .  

The p i l o t ,  i.iurl E s t e s ,  he ld  a Dep- 

The passengers receivifi-, s e r ious  i n j i i r i e s  were: Li. J. ayrd ,  George P. Kim- 
kl and L. Law. 
S te rn .  

The  o the r  passengers were: H. 3. Swope, W- S. S t e r p  and T .  N. 

The f l i g h t ,  known as T r i p  7-A, depar ted  from Washington at 5:13 p.m. A t  5:31 
p.m. t h e  p i l o t  r epor t ed  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as Zarpe;”s Ferry with high ove rcas t ,  lower 

roken clouds,  c e i l i n g  es t imated  5,000 fee t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  5 p i l e s  wi!h l i s h t  r a i n  
temperature of 720. 

About f i v e  mi les  1W of Harper‘s Fe r ry  and f l y i n g  at an  a l t i t u d e  of 2300 f e e t ,  

e, 
the  p i l o t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r a i n  increased t o  rnwzerate but  there mas no i n d i c a t i o n  
of thunderstorms nor xas t h e  r ad io  e f fec ted  by s t a t i c .  h f t e r  f l y i n g  through t h i s  
i n  saooth a i r  f o r  approximately two o r  t h r e e  rLnutes  and without any warning whatso- 
over,  t h e  plane encountered a ve ry  severe bump and alrnost i .mediz te ly  a second bump 
more severe thah  t h e  first. Immediately a f t e r  exper ienc ing  t i le second bump, t h e  
air became smooth again and about two ixinutes l a t e r  broken clouds and sunshine were 
epcountered. 

Af t e r  experiencing t h e  second b m p ,  t h e  co-pi lot  uade a check of t h e  passengers 
and on acquaint ing t h e  p i l o t  of t h e  i n j u r i e s  rece ived  by some of them, t h e  p i l o t  
nhde a wide c i r c l e  and re turned  t o  ilashin.,ton f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  Jiiedical a t t e n t i o n  
a d v i s h . .  ifashington by r a d i o  of t he  s i tu .a t ion .  No rough air was encountered on t h e  
r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Washington. 

From t h e  p i l o t ’ s  3 e s c r i p t i o n ,  each of these bumps caused t h e  &me t o  drop 
suddenly and s’narply but at no time d i d  t h o  plane f a i l  t o  respond t o  the  con t ro l s .  

NothinE was found i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which might have xarned t h e  p i l o t  of 
condi t ions  as encountered. 

~~ 

It i s  t h e  opinion of t h e  Accident Board t h a t  t he  probable cause hf this acci-  
was an air turbulence of unusual v io lence  which could not have been forseen  &d 

W c h ,  under e x i s t i n i  weather condi t ions ,  c a b 3  not have been predic ted .  

J e s s e  ii. Lankford. 1476 

Secretary.  


